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Lenten Sermon Series

What happens when our world falls apart? How do we press onward when our tightly-knit plans unravel into
loose threads? When the song we’ve been singing, the life we've been living, the road we’'ve been cruising,
comes undone? What if this is not the end we fear it will be?

In our unraveling, sometimes life surprises us with unexpected joy, love, and hope—with a new beginning
we couldnt have imagined. Sometimes we need God to unravel us, for we long to be changed. We will
explore stories of unraveled shame, identity, fear, grief, and expectations—stories where God meets us in
the spiraling and our unraveling plans turn us info something new.

March 7:  An Unraveled Identity

March 14: Unraveled by Conversion

March 21: Unraveled by Uncertainty ** Guest preacher Rev. Jennifer H. Anderson
March 28: Unraveled by Wounds

**Reverend Jennifer Anderson is appointed to extension ministries as a Navy Reserve Chaplain. Her
current orders are to First Naval Construction Regiment (1INCR) in Port Hueneme, California, where she drills
quarterly with her command. She resides in Savage, Minnesota where her full-time work is mom tfo
Thaddeus—-one of Minnesota's greatest kinders!

Worship online | Sunday mornings | 10:00 am
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For many people, Lent is the season fo 'give
something up." Common things fo give up are coffee
in the morning, meat on Fridays, sleeping in on
Saturdays. Some take a more difficult approach by
frying to give up complaining, gossiping, or
selfishness. | once fried a very weak approach to Lent
by saying | would give up adding sugar info my tea. |
lasted only about a week, when | decided that God
didn't really want me to drink bitter tea! | could be
faithful AND drink sweetened tea. (At least that's my
rationalization for that failed Lenten practice.)

Needless to say, Lent is a difficult season for me. My
mood doesn't always match the season-I don't
always feel reflective and repentant when it rolls
around. Advent is the opposite—I always feel like I'm
waiting for something, anticipating the future. That's
an easy season for me to practice and connect with,
deep in my bones. But Lent is different. I'm very much
a person of "more." The more books on my
nightstand, the better. The more projects I'm working
on, the better. The more sugar, the more activities,
the more plans | have, the better. Not very Lent-ish.

I will admit that my first thought when Lent came
around this year was, we've already given up so
much! We've been submerged in Lent for a year, not
just 40 days. What more could we do? What more do
we need to give up?

But | think the spirit behind Lent isn't to give something
up because it's that time of year. | think the spirit
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