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A  L E T T E R  F R O M  P A S T O R  B R O O K E

I  t h a n k  m y  G o d  e v e r y  t i m e  I  r e m e m b e r  y o u ,  c o n s t a n t l y
p r a y i n g  w i t h  j o y  i n  e v e r y  o n e  o f  m y  p r a y e r s  f o r  a l l  o f
y o u . ”  -  P h i l l i p i a n s  1 : 3 - 4

 
T h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  s o  m a n y  o c c a s i o n s  o v e r  t h e  p a s t  y e a r
w h e r e  I  h a v e  f o u n d  m y s e l f  g i v i n g  t h a n k s  f o r  y o u  a n d  f o r
t h i s  f a i t h  c o m m u n i t y .  2 0 2 0  h a s  b e e n  a  y e a r  o f  g r e a t
s t r u g g l e  a n d  c h a l l e n g e  f o r  o u r  w h o l e  w o r l d .  Y e t  i t  h a s
a l s o  b e e n  a  y e a r  w h e r e  y o u ’ v e  r e m i n d e d  m e  h o w
p o w e r f u l  i t  i s  t o  w o r k  t o w a r d s  a  c o m m o n  m i s s i o n  i n
c o m m u n i t y .  Y o u ’ v e  d e m o n s t r a t e d  h o w  h o p e  c a n ’ t  b e
c a n c e l l e d  b e c a u s e  y o u  a r e  d e t e r m i n e d  t o  l i v e  i t  o u t .
Y o u ’ v e  c o n t i n u e d  t o  r e a c h  o u t  t o  o t h e r s  b y  a d a p t i n g  t o
a n  e v e r - c h a n g i n g  w o r l d .  Y o u ’ v e  s h o w n  m e  h o w  r e s i l i e n t
a n d  c o m m i t t e d  y o u  a r e  t o  l o v i n g  b e y o n d  y o u r s e l v e s .
W h e n  l i f e  g o t  h a r d ,  y o u  l o v e d  h a r d e r .  W h e n  l i f e  f i l l e d
p e o p l e  w i t h  a n x i e t y  a n d  s t r e s s ,  y o u  f i l l e d  t h e i r  l i v e s
w i t h  f o o d  a n d  c o n n e c t i o n .  W h e n  l i f e  w a s  i s o l a t i n g ,  y o u
d r e w  c l o s e r  t o  o n e  a n o t h e r .  Y o u  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  b a l m
t h a t  o u r  a c h i n g  w o r l d  h a s  n e e d e d ,  f o r  e a c h  o t h e r  a n d
f o r  o u r  n e i g h b o r s .  T h a n k  y o u .  

W h e n  I  t h i n k  b a c k  o v e r  a l l  t h a t  w e ’ v e  e x p e r i e n c e d  a n d
l i v e d  a n d  a c c o m p l i s h e d  o v e r  t h e  p a s t  y e a r ,  I  a m  f i l l e d
w i t h  i m m e n s e  g r a t i t u d e  a n d  p r i d e .  W h e n  I  t h i n k  o f  t h e
f u t u r e  a n d  w h a t  t h e  n e x t  f e w  y e a r s  w i l l  l o o k  l i k e ,  I  a m
f i l l e d  w i t h  g r a t i t u d e  a n d  p r i d e .  W e  a r e  w e l l - p o s i t i o n e d
t o  c o n t i n u e  m a k i n g  a  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  E x c e l s i o r .  T h e r e  i s
n o t h i n g  t h a t  l i f e  c a n  t h r o w  o u r  w a y  t h a t  w i l l  k e e p  u s
f r o m  l i v i n g  o u t  o u r  m i s s i o n  t o  b u i l d  c o m m u n i t y ,  s e r v e
o t h e r s ,  a n d  s t a n d  f o r  j u s t i c e .  T h i s  y e a r  h a s  b e e n  p r o o f
t h a t  w e  a r e  a b l e  a n d  w i l l i n g  t o  r e s p o n d  t o  G o d ’ s  c a l l  f o r
u s .  M a y  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p a g e s  r e m i n d  y o u  o f  t h e  i m p a c t  o f
o u r  m i n i s t r y  a n d  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  e a c h  o n e  o f  y o u  p l a y s
i n  f u l f i l l i n g  i t .  W i t h  m y  d e e p e s t  g r a t i t u d e ,

 P a s t o r  B r o o k e  



B U I L D I N G  C O M M U N I T Y

The power of community has never been more clear or obvious
than this year. As a faith community, we found new ways to build
connections with one another. Our worship services and faith
studies have allowed us to reach new people we never could have
involved before we went virtual—spreading to Arizona, Wisconsin,
South Dakota, Florida, and Washington, to name a few. Small
groups, Bible studies, and our youth met for walks, on ZOOM, at
farms, backyards, patios, parking lots, and garages. 

Each week, we have between 30 and 50 people gathering in virtual
or social-distancing groups. Our youth have met in the parking lot
to play Scattergories and our Saturday men’s group doubled the
frequency they meet with one another. Members have extended
their invitation to neighbors to join us for our small groups,
community service, and social justice work. We held three worship
services outside, bringing together the newborns and the seasoned
members. A family bike and pizza night brought the generations
together on a beautiful night. 

Our whole directory was covered in phone calls and cards. Online,
you frequently shared your prayer requests and prayed for each
other. The tools and formats that we use look a lot different than a
year ago, but the spirit is strong. Our lives are better for the
connections and relationships we have formed and strengthened.



S E R V I N G  O T H E R S

“I believe that appreciation is a holy thing…So in loving and
appreciating our neighbor, we’re participating in something
sacred.” - Fred Rogers

The Outreach Committee continues to adapt to 2020! We started
off the year with our monthly free Community lunches, until we
had to cancel due to Covid. We continue to support Simpson
Shelter financially each month. Our partnership with ICA is still
going strong, our food shelf is open twice per month and
continues to grow. As the need became greater with all of the
Covid hardships, we turned our Little Free Library into a Little
Free Pantry last March and have kept it constantly stocked
thanks to all of your generous donations! 

During our food shelf day in September, we gave away back
packs and school supplies. We had a great turn out when we
filled gift bags for the teachers at Excelsior Elementary as a
thank you for all they do! Our annual trunk or treat event was 
 extra cold, but fun and safe:) For the first time this year, we will
be a turkey dinner pick up sight for ICA. We’re hoping to once
again finish off the year giving Christmas gifts to His House
families. This church family is amazingly kind and generous and
continues to step up to help our neighbors in need!



S T A N D I N G  F O R  J U S T I C E

W r o t e  a  D e c l a r a t i o n  f o r  R a c i a l  J u s t i c e  c o m m i t t i n g
E U M C  t o  w o r k  t o w a r d  h e a l i n g  r a c i a l  i n e q u i t y
C o m p i l e d  r e s o u r c e s  t o  s h a r e  w i t h  t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n
H e l p e d  s u r v e y  t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  r a c e
E n c o u r a g e d  E U M C  m e m b e r s  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n
d i s c u s s i o n s  a b o u t  r a c e
P r o v i d e d  r e s o u r c e s  f o r  o u r  B l a c k  L i v e s  M a t t e r  S u n d a y
i n  O c t o b e r ,  a n d  h o s t e d  a n  o n l i n e  d i s c u s s i o n s  a f t e r  a l l
o f  t h e  O c t o b e r  w o r s h i p  s e r v i c e
P r o m o t e d  E U M C ' s  p u r c h a s e  o u r  U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t s
S t a n d  A g a i n s t  R a c i s m  b a n n e r

T h e  S o c i a l  J u s t i c e  M i n i s t r y  T e a m  f o c u s e d  o n  r a c i a l
j u s t i c e  a n d  c l i m a t e  i s s u e s  i n  2 0 2 0 .
 
W i t h  a  g o a l  o f  r e d u c i n g  o u r  c a r b o n  f o o t p r i n t ,  t h e  t e a m
w o r k e d  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  a  l a r g e  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  c h u r c h
w a s t e  p r o d u c t s  a r e  r e c y c l e d  o r  c o m p o s t e d .  E U M C  i s  a
c e r t i f i e d  C l i m a t e  J u s t i c e  c o n g r e g a t i o n  a n d  a  c h a r t e r
m e m b e r  o f  t h e  W e s t  I n t e r f a i t h  C l i m a t e  H u b .
 
W e  a l s o  l e d  o u r  s o l a r  p a n e l  p r o j e c t ,  w i t h  s o l a r  p a n e l s
s e t  t o  b e  i n s t a l l e d  b y  m i d - D e c e m b e r  o n  t h e  c h u r c h  r o o f .
 
I n  l i g h t  o f  r e c e n t  p r o t e s t s  f o r  r a c i a l  j u s t i c e  t h i s  y e a r ,
t h e  t e a m  c h a r g e d  a  s u b - g r o u p  t o  d e l v e  i n t o  r a c i a l
i n j u s t i c e  a n d  w h i t e  p r i v i l e g e .  T h e  g r o u p  i n v i t e d  t h e
c o n g r e g a t i o n  t o :
L e a r n  a b o u t  w h i t e  p r i v i l e g e  a n d  s y s t e m i c  r a c i s m ,  
R e f l e c t  o n  o u r  r o l e  i n  t h e  r a c i s t  s y s t e m s  i n  o u r
C o u n t r y ,  S t a t e  a n d  N a t i o n ,  a n d  A c t  b y  c r e a t i n g  a  p l a n
f o r  r a c i a l  j u s t i c e  a c t i o n .  T h e  g r o u p  a l s o :
        

I n  2 0 2 0 ,  E U M C ,  i n  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  T r i n i t y  E p i s c o p a l
C h u r c h  o f  E x c e l s i o r  a n d  M t .  C a l v a r y  L u t h e r a n ,  f o u n d e d
t h e  W e s t  I n t e r f a i t h  C o m m u n i t y  E n g a g e m e n t  g r o u p .  O v e r
2 0  c h u r c h ,  s y n a g o g u e ,  m o s q u e ,  a n d  l o c a l  n o n - p r o f i t
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  s h a r e  r e s o u r c e s ,  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  a n d
c o o r d i n a t e  e f f o r t s .

F o r  m o r e  i n f o ,  v i s i t  e x c e l s i o r u m c . o r g / s o c i a l j u s t i c e



2020 Giving (as of 10.31) 2020 Expenses (as of 10.31) Operating Surplus

$400,000 

$300,000 
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$0 

O F F E R I N G  G I V I N G 2 0 2 0

A  N O T E  O N

O U R  2 0 2 0

B U D G E T

We are grateful now, as always, for your
continued support! 2020 has been a turbulent
year for all of us, but your faith and generosity
have allowed our church to love beyond
ourselves in so many ways. Notably, we've
maintained an operating surplus this year, while
still directing significant funding to various
ministries and partner organizations.
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$10,000 

$7,500 

$5,000 

$2,500 

$0 

O U T R E A C H  G I V I N G 2 0 2 0

OUTREACH
G IV ING

ICA Foodshelf
Simpson Shelter
The After-school Program hosted in our
basement
Housing Relief for families who lost work
due to Covid-19
Heifer International
Backpacks and school supplies for
children in the community
Food and Diapers for families in
Minneapolis during the summer

Your financial support in 2020 has been
outstanding. In addition to all of the
ministries of our church, we have directly
contributed toward to:



106 Average
Worship

Attendees
and 65 New

Visitors

 24 States and
4 Countries

Reached with
Virtual Worship

Thousands of
Pounds of Food

Served from
our Food Shelf



Excelsior UMC Estimate of Giving

Set aside time to talk with your
family about your giving honestly
and openly.
Calculate the percentage of your
income that you gave in 2020.
Knowing where your giving
stands will help you make goals
in the future.
Consider increasing your giving
to help support expanding our
programs and ministries!

As you prepare your gift for 2021...
The easiest way to indicate your Estimate, is

to visit excelsiorumc.org/give. Please consider
filling out our online form. Otherwise, please

mail this form to the church.
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Name
_________________________________________
_________________________________________

Address (if new):
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________

Email address:
__________________________________________
__________________________________________

Phone Number:
__________________________________________
__________________________________________

Our goal is a response from every
member and friend. Thank you for your

gifts and response! God's blessings to you!
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